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British Medical Association. 
CURRENT NOTES, 


Statistics of Membership, 

At the meeting of the Propaganda Subcommittee held on 
Wednesday, March 14th, the Financial Secretary made a 
report on the statistics of membership of the Association for 
the period January 3rd to March 3rd, 1923. His statement 
showed that in the past quarter 528 new members joined, 
348 resumed membership by payment of arrears of subscrip- 
tions, 22 who had resigned withdrew their resignations ; 
total, 898. In the same period there were 126 resignations 
and 38 deaths; total, 164. There was thus a net increase of 
734 in membership during the period under review; in the 
corresponding quarter of 1922 the net increase was 372. The 
total membership of the Association on March 3rd, 1923, was 
24,414, being 1,209 more than on March 3rd, 1922. ; 


Annual Meeting:: Travelling Arrangements. 

Members intending to be present at the Annual Meeting 
at Portsmouth in July next will be glad to learn that the 
railway companies have this year agreed to reintroduce a 
pre-war privilege by granting return tickets at the cost of 
a single fare and a third. The concession applies to all rail- 
way companies in Great Britain, and the tickets will be 
available from July 18th to July 30th. They will be issued 
only upon production of a special voucher signed by the 
Financial Secretary of the British Medical Association, to 
whom application should be made in due course, 


Dangerous Drugs and Poisons (Amendment) Bill. 

The Committee stage of this bill will probably be entered 
upon this week. There are two medical roe ee on the 
Standing Committee—namely, Sir George Berry and Sir 
William Whitla—and five others have been added for the 
consideration of this particular bill—namely, Dr. F. E. 
Fremantle, Dr. L. G. S. Molloy, Sir Sydney Russell. Wells, 
Dr. T. Watts, and Dr. W. A. Chapple. In order that the 
Home Secretary may be under no misapprehension as to the 
feeling in the profession in the matter the Medical Secretary 
has sent a full statement to him, and a copy of the letter will 


be found on page 90 of the SurpLement this week. 


A letter has been sent out to Honorary Secretaries of 
Divisions asking them to take steps to see that their 
Members of Parliament are advised of the strong feeling that 
exists, especially on the question of the proposal to make it 
Impossible for doctors not in actual practice to obtain a supply 
of “the drugs” from pharmacists. It is hoped that the 


Regulation which prohibits a doctor from prescribing for 
himself may be got rid of, but this will not be done without 
a big effort, as it is understood that the Home Office 
attaches considerable importance to the Regulation. 


Conference of Local Medical and Panel Committees. 

The Insurance Acts Committee, at its meeting on Thursday, 
March 15th, after considering the information available, 
decided that the Special Panel Conference be held in London 
at the Central Wesleyan Hall, Westminster, on Thursday, 
June 7th. Honorary secretaries of Local Medical and Panel 
Committees may expect to receive about May 12th, from the 
head office, the final documents which will come before the 
Panel Conference on June 7th. 


The Pharmacy Bill. 

The Pharmacy Bill, introduced on March 8th by Captain 
O’Grady and a group of Labour members, is a new though 
unamended edition of the Pharmacy Acts Amendment Bill 
which appeared under the same auspices in 1921, and again 
in 1922 under the present title. The biii has not hitherto 
secured a second reading and is unlikely to fare better this 
session. Its object is stated to be to “ regularize the position 
of all persons trading as chemists or druggists or pharmacy 
store proprietors in the sale of drugs, the dispensing of 
doctors’ prescriptions, and the sale of patent medicines,” and 
it appears to be an attempt on the part of the Society of 
Pharmacy and Drug Store Proprietors to obtain admission to 
the Pharmaceutical Register. Apart from this the chief pro- 
vision is for the constitution under the Privy Council of a 
central council of 16 members, of whom 4 are to be appointed 
by the British Medical Association, 4 by the Incorporated 
Society of the Institute of Chemistry, 4 by the Pharmaceutical 
Society, and 4 by the Incorporated Society of Pharmacy and 
Drug Store Proprietors of Great Britain, Limited. This 
council would supersede the Pharmaceutical Society in the 
custody of the Pharmaceutical Register and as an examining 
body. Other clauses restrict the use of the title “ chemist” 
to persons registered by the council of the Institute of 
Chemistry and make certain provisions in respect of the sale 
of pgisons and the advertisement of “ medicinal articles.” It 
is worthy of note that, while this measure closely affects the 
British Medical Association, which is to be represented on the 
proposed central council, the Association was not consulted 
prior to the publication of the bill two sessions ago and has 
not subsequently been asked for its support. It is safe to 
assume that the Pharmaceutical Society and the Institute 
of Chemistry are in a similar position, and it is unlikely that 
an appreciable amount of support will be found in any quarter 
for a measure the justification of which lies rather in private 
interest than in public policy. 
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Post Office Medical Officers Subcommittee. 

The Post Office Medical Officers Special Subcommittee of 
the British Medical Association considered .at its last meeting 
the reply of the Chief Medical Officer to certain points that 
had been raised with him in deputation. As a result of these 
representations the Postmaster-General has agreed to raise 
the fee for examination of candidates for the Post Office 
service from 10s. to 15s., with the proviso that the fee will 
be reconsidered at the end of the current year. He has also 
agreed that in future boy messengers shall be examined by 
the Departmental Medical Officers instead of by their private 
medical attendants, on the understanding that the increased 
fee would cover the initial examination of these boy mes- 
sengers. A communication was also considered having refer- 
ence to engineering workmen treated as “ itinerants.” The 
Chief Medical Officer informed the Subcommittee that it had 
been ascertained that the total number of itinerants in the 
engineering department was about 3,000, and about half of 
them might properly, in present-day conditions of working, 
be placed on the capitation lists of local medical officers, and 
that steps were being taken accordingly. In this connexion 
it should be remembered that the Subcommittee was able last 
year to persuade the Postmaster-General to agree to pay a fee 
of 3s. for visits to itinerants, and to do away with the limit 
to ber number of visits which might be charged for in a given 
period. 


Hartlepool Municipal Borough and its M.O.H. 

The following is a glaring example of the effect the 
economy campaign is having on doctors occupied iu public 
health work. In 1914 Dr. George Jubb was appointed M.O.H. 
and S.M.O. to the Borough of Hartlepool at a salary of £400 
per annum, rising by increments of £50 to £500. In 1920 the 
salary was increased to £700. Dr. Jubb informs us that he 
has never had any war bonus and he also informs us that for 
five years, in addition to his other duties, he has acted as 
medical officer to the Infant Welfare Centre without any 
extra remuneration. In 1922 a suggestion was made by the 
Council that his salary should be reduced from £700 to £648 
per annum, a cut of 7} per cent. Owing to the action of 
the Hartlepools Division of the Association this reduction did 
not take place, but in February this year a proposal was made 
to reduce the salary by 15 percent. The Medical Secretary 
wrote to the Hartlepools Borough Council entering a very 
strong protest against the proposed reduction and asking 
that the matter might be reconsidered. The reduction, how- 
ever, was put into force, and as a result Dr. Jubb has resigned 
his post and is going into private practice. 

Such treatment of a public servant after eight years’ 
service is extremely discouraging. It would have been bad 
enough if all Dr. Jubb’s fellow officials had been treated in a 
similar manner, but we are informed that he is the only chief 
official affected, and that the only other reduction was one of 
5 per cent. from the assistant engineer’s salary, while the 
borough engineer has been granted an increase of £50, with 
a further increase of £50 in a year’s time. The Medical 
Secretary in his letter informed the clerk to the council that 
if Dr. Jubb resigned the medical journals would not accept 
an advertisement for his successor at a lower commencing 
salary than £700 per annum, and it is hoped that members of 
the profession will show their disapproval of the way in 
which Dr. Jubb has been treated by declining to have any- 
thing to do with an authority which treats its medical officials 


so badly. 


Hindley Appointment of M.O.H. and S.M.O. 
In September, 1922, the Hindley Urban District Council 
offered a salary of £500, with bonus in addition, for a whole- 


- time medical officer of health and school medical officer. As 


a result of action by the Wigan Division of the British 
Medical Association the authority was induced to raise the 
basic salary to £700 and to drop the question of bonus. A 
number of medical practitioners applied for the post; eleven 
of these held the Diploma of Public Health, but the Council 
selected an applicant who did not hold that qualification. 
The Association, in calling the attention of the Ministry of 
Health to what had happened, pointed out that in its opinion 
the requirements of the Sanitary Officers’ Order (1922) as laid 
down in Part 2, Section 5, had not been complied with. Sub- 
sequently Dr. T. Watts, M.P., at the instance of the Associa- 
tion, asked the following question of the Minister of Health: 
If he intends to sanction the appointment of a medical officer of 
health which was made by the Urban District Council of Hindley 
on January 15th laSt; if he is aware that, although there were at 


~ = 

least eleven applicants holding the diploma of public heal 
council selected an applicant who held no diploma, nor he 
the minimum of experience which is laid down in the Sanj 
Officers’ Order of 1922 to meet the case of a medical officer of 
health who, although not having a diploma, has had practical] ex. 
perience of the duties of a medical officer of health, and, if he 
intends to sanction this appointment, whether he will state hig 
reasons for departing from the general rule laid down in the 
Sanitary Officers’ Order, 1922. 

To this the following reply was given in the House of 
Commons: 

The Minister is aware of the facts stated in the question, ang 
has intimated to the Hindley Urban District Council that he is not 
prepared to approve their selection of a candidate not possessing 
the required qualifications. The Council have been requested tg 
consider the matter with a view to making a suitable appointment 
in accordance with the Sanitary Officers’ Order, 1922. 


Statistics of Insurance Work. 

Insurance practitioners are again reminded of the necessity 
for the Insurance Acts Committee to be supplied with statistieg 
of insurance work done in 1922, Information under thg 
following heads should be sent to the Medical Secretary, 
429, Strand, W.C.2, 


No. of Insured 
Persons Attended| _No. of No. of 
Mame. | case Persons during 1922— Consulta- Vi 
. |-or Areas on List the of tions. ‘alte, 
‘ atients. 


Expenditure and Income Statistics. 


The attention of the medical profession is again drawn to 
the offer of a gratuitous copy of a model account book to any 
practitioner undertaking to forward the particulars entered 
therein for the confidential use of the Insurance Acts Com. 
mittee. All information under this head ought to be in the 
possession of the central negotiating body for insurance prac- 
titioners (the Insurance Acts Committee) for use at the time 
of the revision, at the end of 1923, of the present bargain with 
respect to the insurance capitation fee. Inquiries should be 
addressed to the Medical Secretary, 429, Strand, W.C.2. 


Lending Library. 

The Librarian will be glad to assist members of the 
Association in the selection of works to be sent them by 
post, in accordatice with the arrangements for borrowing 
books that are notified each week on the last page of the 
SUPPLEMENT. 


DANGEROUS DRUGS AND POISONS 
(AMENDMENT) BILL. 


THE following communication has been addressed to the 
Home Office by the British Medical Association: 
March 19th, 1923. 


Sir 

: The British Medical Association is keenly interested in 
the proposals contained in the Dangerous Drugs and Poisons 
(Amendment) Bill, and, while entirely in sympathy with any 
effort to punish those concerned in the illicit traffic in 
dangerous drugs, it views with apprehension certain pro- 
posals which very closely affect the position of registered 
medical practitioners. In order that you may fully appre- 
ciate the views of this Association I beg to call your attention 
to the following points: ; 

The Association feels that there should be some classifica: . 
tion of penalties which will differentiate between offences in 
connexion with the entries that are required to be made by 
medical practitioners when dealing with transactions in 
dangerous drugs and those connected with trafficking in the 
drugs. As the penalties at present stand a doctor who has 
failed to make a correct entry comes into the same category 
as a man who has been caught selling cocaine in the street 
or importing it in a clandestine manner. The risk that a 
penalty out of all proportion to the gravity of the oifence 
might be inflicted may not be very great, but we feel it to be 
invidious that a medical man should be submitted to any 
such risk. I have therefore to express the hope that you will 
give sympathetic consideration to amendments having for 
their object the differentiation between classes of offences. 

A further point to which very strong exception is taken is 
the introduction of the words ‘in actual practice,’’ after the | 
words “registered medical practitioner,’’ in Clause 3 of the 
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bill. Under the Medical Act every registered and 
ameniusiified practitioner is given full power to practise his 
fession and to make use of every kind of drug. The 
terpretation which will be put upon these words by 
chemists who are in fear of incurring the heavy penalties 
mentioned in the bill will divide registered medical practi- 
tioners into two classes—namely, those who may be and those 
who may not be in possession of certain drugs. It seems 
the medical profession to be wrong and objection- 
able that difficulties should be put in the way of some 
thousands of perfectly reputable medical men in order 
to prevent a few addicts from obtaining drugs for self- 
administration, especially as it is understood that the Home 
Office makes no charge of trafficking against the medical 
profession. I therefore have to express the hope that you 
will see your way to remove the embargo which it is proposed 
to put upon doctors who are not actually treating patients as 
their daily occupation. If the wordscomplained of are left in 
the bill they will undoubtedly give rise to disputes as to what 
‘sactual practice’’ is. Is a doctor, for example,in ‘actual 
practice ”’ if, though retired, he is called upon in an emergency 
to prescribe for a member of his own family or Jor a neigh- 
pour? It is certain that in self-defence most pharmacists will 
treat such a doctor as not in actual practice, and will decline 

to supply him with the drugs he requires. 

The last point to which I wish tocall your attention is the 
Regulation which at present lies on the table of the House of 
Commons and which prevents a doctor prescribing for him- 
self. This has created a very strong feeling in the profession. 
When our attention was first called by the Home Office to 
this proposed Regulation we laid our objections before the 
permanent officials, both verbally and in writing, and the 
Council of this Association passed a resolution in the following 
terms which was sent to the Home Office in July, 1922: 

“That the proposed new Regulation of the Home Office by 
which medical practitioners will be prevented from prescrib- 
ing ‘ dangerous drugs’ for themselves is, ia the opinion of the 
Council of the British Medical Association, an undesirable 
limitation of the privileges of the registered medical practi- 
tioner, without any compensating advantage to the public.” 

The Home Office replied to the effect that the Home Secre- 
tary, in view of the cases that had come to his notice where 
medical practitioners had been able to obtain these drugs for 
illegitimate use and to evade the provisions of the Act and 
Regulations, felt that he had no option but to proceed with 
the proposal. 

This being the position, it was felt that our only course was 
to wait until the Regulation was laid on the table of the House 
of Commons and then take the constitutional means of trying 
to get rid of it—namely, moving a petition for its annulment. 
This course would undoubtedly have been taken in the autumn 
session had the Regulation been laid, and it was taken imme- 
diately the Regulation was laid. 

Medical practitioners are entrusted every day with 
exceedingly heavy responsibilities, often involving questions 
of life and death. This Regulation which, on the offchance of 
making difficulties for a few degenerates, denies the registered 
practitioner the right of prescribing drugs for himself which 
he may freely prescribe for other persons, is felt to be not 
only a futility but an insult to the whole profession. The 
British Medical Association sincerely hopes you will take the 
earliest opportunity of withdrawing it. 

Yours faithfully, 
ALFRED Cox, 
The Secretary of State, Medical Sec:etary. 
Home Office, Whitehall, S.W.1. 


SPECIAL SCHOOLS. 


Tue following correspondence has taken place between the 
Metropolitan Counties Branch of the British Medical Associa- 
tion and the Board of Education : 


429, Strand, W.C.2, 
February 22nd, 1923. 


The large share which members of the medical profession 
take in the working of the Special Schools, provided for children 
who are mentally and physically defective, is our excuse for draw- 
ing your attention to certain dangers that appear likely to follow 
the execution of the directions given by your Board, in Circular 
1297, issued under date of 29th January, 1925. 

Paragraph 3 of the circular states that the Board will be satisfied 

the average attendance of children at certain of these schools is 
increased by roughly 25 per cent.—for example, the blind classes 
from 15 to 20, the partly blind classes from 20 to 25, the junior 
classes for mentally defective from 20 to 25. 

he idea underlying this proposed authorized change is stated 

thus: “ to attain within a reasonable time a position in which no 
child shall, through lack of accommodation, be denied the benefits 


Sir, 


to which he hasa claim.” This is an ideal which must c'aim the 
cordial agreement of everyone. But we venture to suggest that 
the + Ane appt proposed, namely, the increase of the number of 
children in each class, is calculated to defeat this very object. 
Teaching in these classes must be individual. Without the in- 
dividual care of competent teachers these children, by reason of 
their disabilities, ‘‘are unable to take advantage of the provision 
made for them.’’ Experience in these schools shows that the 
existing average allowed to the classes was rather higher than 
= satisfactory individual teaching; and it is to be feared 
hat the addition of 25 per cent. to the average will make satis- 
factory individual teaching impossible, and therefore waste the 
costly provision of these schools. 

The risk will be the greater if teachers who are not specially 
qualified for this work are admitted to the Special Schools as is 
allowed under paragraph 2 (ii) of the circular. 

We would desire to point out how large a part is played by the 
members of our profession in the work of tiiese schools, not only 
through the work of those who are directly employed by educa- 
tional authorities, but by hospital doctors who are now accus- 
tomed to report defective children to the authorities as suitable 
for special instruction. At present they do this with confidence 
formed by a long-standing knowledge of the good work done in 
these schools. It is to be feared that a failure to maintain the 
present standard may weaken this confidence. 

We are, your 
. W. GoopBoDy 
W.E. A. WorLEY } Hon. Secs. 
To the Rt. Hon. 


The President of the Board of Education, 
Whitehall, 8.W.1. 


Board of Education, Whitehall, 8.W., 
March 2nd, 1923. 
Dear Sir, 


In reply to your letter of the 22nd of last month Mr. Wood 
desires me to say that the considerations set out in that letter will 
be carefully borne in mind by the Board’s officers. For the 
reasons set out in paragraph 2 of Circular 1297, the Board are of 
opinion that the changes embodied in the circular should receive 
a fair trial in the interests of defective children as a whole. The 
Board, however, will keep under close observation the actual 
working of the arrangements proposed in the circular, and will 
be prepared, after a reasonable period of trial, to make any such 
further adjustments in their Regulations as circumstances may 
show to be desirable. 

I am, yours aa 
H. G. HoLMes, 


Private Secretary. 
Joint Hon. Secretary, Metropolitan Counties Branch, 
British Medical Association, 


SHEFFIELD PRACTITIONERS’ MUTUAL HELP 
ASSOCIATION, 


WE have received from Dr. Hy. Brown, honorary secretary of 
the Sheffield Division of the British Medical Association, an 
abstract from the annual report on the Division’s Mutual Help 
Association, which describes the second year’s working of 
this scheme. Broadly the object of the Mutual Help Associa- 
tion is to ensure to each of its members one month’s holiday 
annually, during which time his work is carried on by 
neighbouring practitioners, the patients having considerable 
choice of doctor. The deputies are credited on a fixed scale 
of fees, a credit and debit account being kept against each 
member, and a balance being struck half-yearly. Under this 
arrangementit is possible for a member to earn back the cost 
of his holiday, the expense of a locumtenent is thus saved, 
and many other advantages are connected with the scheme. 

The report of the Executive Committee presented to the 
annual meeting showed that during 1922 there had been a 
small increase in the membership and a considerable increase 
in the amount of work done. 


The following are some examples of the cost to individual 
members: The highest cost to any member during 1922 was £14 14s. 
for an absence of three weeks. Another member paid 4s. ld. for 
a three weeks’ holiday, whilst a third member, who was away for 
one month in all, is into pocket £1 14s. 3d. at the end of the year. 

The scheme has also been found of valuable assistance in cases 
of illness and in emergencies; for instance, should a member be 
suddenly incapacitated his work can be carried on without any 
break and the inconvenience and loss of time involved in wages | 
a locumtenent are avoided. Some recent instances of this kin 
have emphasized the importance of every general practitioner 
joining the scheme whether he thinks it likely to be of use to him 
or not for holiday purposes. Some doctors who were not yet 
members have ge | asked help from the scheme in an un- 
expected omergenty. he Executive Committee is always glad 
to help in this way, but would much prefer that members should 
not wait for such a contingency to arise before joining. 

The scheme—or, as it is now called, the Practitioners’ Mutual 
Help Association—includes nearly half the genera! practitioners in 
Sheffield, but the Committee will not be satisfied until this 
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membership isdoub!ed. The Executive Committee reported with 
satisfaction that it had completed two years’ working without 
having to investigate any complaint. 

The following were re-elected Executive Committee for the 
ensuing year: Drs. Helm (Chairman), Forbes, Mackinnon, R. K. 
Robertson, and H. Brown (Honorary Secretary), 


Association ‘Aotices, 


TABLE OF DATES. 


April 18, Wed. Council Meeting, 429, Strand, at 10 a.m. 

April 28, Sat. Annual Report of Council appearsin SUPPLEMENT. 

April 50, Mon. Last day for receipt at Head Office of Nominations, 
> a Division or not less than 3 Members, for 
election of 24 Members of Council by grouped 
Home Branches. (Nomination papers available 
upon application to Medical Secretary.) 

May 12, Sat. Independent Motions for Annual Representative 
Meeting Agenda to be received at Head Office 

: by this date. 

May 12, Sat. Publication in SuPPLEMENT of list of nomina- 
tions for election of 24 Members of Council by 
grouped Home Branches. 

May 12, Sat. Voting papers for election of 24 Members of 
Council by grouped Home Branches posted 
from Head Office to members of groups (where 
there are contests). 

May 19, Sat. Last day for receipt at Head Office of votin 
papers for election of 24 Members of Counci 

y grouped Home Brauches (where contests). 

May 19, Sat. Publication in SUPPLEMENT of Provisional Agenda 
of Annual Representative Meeting, containing, 
inter alia, indepéndent Motions for A.R.M. 
Agenda received at Head Office. 

May 21,Mon. Representatives and Deputy Representatives to 
be elected by this date. 

June 2, Sat. Publication in SUPPLEMENT of results of Council 
elections by grouped Branches. 

June 2, Sat. Nomination papers available at Head Office for 
election of 12 Members of Council by grouped 


Home Representatives. 
June 8, Fri. Names of Representatives and Deputy Repre- 
— to be received at Head Office by 
is date. 


June 13, Wed. Council Meeting, 429, Strand, 10 a.m. 
June 23, Sat. Supplementary Report of Council appears in 


SUPPLEMENT. 

July 6, Fri. Amendments and Riders for Annual Repre- 
sentative Meeting Agenda to be received at 
Head Office by this date. 

July 20, Fri. Annual Representative Meeting, Portsmouth. 

July 20, Fri. Nominations for election of 12 Members of Council 


by grouped Representatives to be received 
(at A.R.M., Portsmouth) by this date. 
July 21, Sat. Annual Representatiye Meeting, Portsmouth. 
July 23, Mon. Council Meeting, Portsmouth. 
July 23,Mon. Annual Representative Meeting, Portsmouth. 
July 23, Mon. Election Returns Committee, Portsmouth. 
July 24,Tues. Annual Representative Meeting. Annual General 
Meeting, Portsmouth, President’s Address. 
July 24,Tues. Election Returns Committee, Portsmouth. 
July 25, Wed. Council Meeting, Portsmouth. Conference of 
, Honorary Secretaries, Portsmouth. 
July 25, Wed. Meetings of Sections, etc., Portsmouth. 
July 26, Thurs. Meetings of Sections, etc., Portsmouth. 
July 27, Fri. Meetings of Sections, etc., Portsmouth. 
ALFRED Cox, 
Medical Secretary. 


CHANGE OF AREAS. 
THE following change has been made by the Council, and 
takes effect as from the date of publication of this notice: 
That the Rural District of Shipston-on-Stour be trans- 
ferred from the Worcester Division of the Worcestershire 
and Herefordshire Branch to the Oxford Division of the 
Oxford and Reading Branch. 


BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD. 

BaTH AND BRISTOL BRANCH: BRISTOL DIVISION.—A meeting of 
the Bristol Division will be held at the University (oom 40) on 
Tuesday, March 27th, at 4.30 p.m., when Dr. H. L. Ormerod will 
preside. Business: (1) Salary of Assistant M.O.H. for Bristol : the 


' resolution passed on February 23rd will be voted upon. (2) Election 


of Representatives. (3) Hospital policy. 

CAMBRIDGE AND HUNTINGDON BRANCH: East HERTS DIVISIon.— 
At the meeting of the East Herts Division to be held at the County 
Hospital, Hertford, on Wednesday, March 28th, Dr. Hyslop 
Thomson, county M.O.H., will give an open lecture on Preventive 
Medicive in General Practice. 


KENT BRANCH : ISLE OF THANET DIVISION.—A meeting of the 
Isle of Thanet Division will be held on Wednesday, March 28th, 
at the Granville Hotel, Ramsgate, at 4 p.m., when Mr. W, Gg 
Sutcliffe will take the chair. Agenda: Election of three members 
to serve on the Committee of the Isle of Thanet Public Medica] 
Service. Mr. Cecil Rowntree, Surgeon to the Cancer Hospi 
will speak on Cancer Research and Cancer Treatment, gj 
4.30 p.m. Non-members are cord.ally invited. 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: -DIVISION.—A clinica] 
meeting in conjunction with the Aesculapian Society will bg 
addressed by Dr. Anthony Feiling on Friday, March 23rd, gf 
4 p.m., and cases will afterwards be shown by members for opinion, 


_ METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH : WESTMINSTER AND HOLBory 
Division.—The annual meeting will be held on Thursday, April 
12th, at the Criterion Restaurant, at 7.15 p.m. Agenda: 7.30, 
Dinner (price 7s. 6d., payabie at the table). Members unable to bg 

resent at dinner are asked to attend the subsequent meetin 
.30, Division business: Election of officers; nominations to bg 
sent to the Hon. Secretary by April 5th. Dr. R. J. Roche wil 
move a resolution in regard to representation of Members on thg 
Council of the Royal College of Surgeons. 9, Paper by Mr. R. 4, 
Gibbons, on the Sterilization of the Unfit, followed by discussion, 
Members of the profession will be welcome. On May 10th the 
Division will meet at 86, Brook Street, W.1, at 8.30 p.m., when 
Mr. Clayton-Greene will open a discussion on Modern Methods of 
Investigation of Abdomina] Disease, to be followed by Sir Thomas 
Horder and Dr. Gilbert Scott. X-ray photographs and pathological 
specimens will be shown. 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: WILLESDEN DIVISIoN.—A4 
meeting of the Willesden Division will be held at the Edinburgh 
House Club, 17, Shoot-up Hill, Cricklewood, N.W., on Wednesday, 
April 18th, at 9 p.m., when Mr. Duncan C. L. Fitzwilliams, 
F.R.C.S., will speak on Some Abnormalities of the Breast, 
Members may dine at 7.30 (at a charge of 3s. 6d. each) on notify. 
ing the stewardess before 11 a.m.; telephone, Hampstead 357, 


MIDLAND BRANCH: DERBY DIVISION.—At the meeting of the 
Derby Division to be held on Friday, May 18th, Dr. M. J. Stewart 
will deliver a British Medical Association lecture on the Pathology 
of Gastric Ulcer. 


SouTH WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE BRANCH: SOUTH-Wzst 
WaLEs Division.—A meeting of the South-West Wales Division 
will be held at Carmarthen on Wednesday, April llth, at about 
2.30 p.m., when Dr. W. J. Tyson will give a British Medical 
Association lecture on Notes from Practice. 


SouTH-WESTERN BRANCH.—The spring intermediate meeting of 
the South-Western Branch will be held at the Royal Cornwall 
Infirmary, Truro, on Thursday, March 29th, at 3.15 p.m. Agenda; 
Consider the following resolution by the West Cornwall Division, 
in orcer to ask the other Divisions of the Branch to support it at 
the Annual Representative Meeting, 1923, if approved by this 
Branch meeting : 

“That the foilowing paragraph be added to By-law 13 of the Associa. 


3) ‘A former member, who has ceased to be a member through non- 
payment of his annual subscription, shall, at the end of three years 
from such cessation, be eligible for re-election on the same cunditions 
as if he had not previously been a member.” ‘ 

Papers :—Mr. L. C. Panting : Notes on a few Cases of Chronic 
Intestion! Obstruction. - E. Wordley : Biochemistry in Rela- 
tion to Clinical Medicine. Dr. A. B. Soltau, C.M.G., C.B.E.: The 
Treatment of Diabetes. Dr. E. C. Psummer: A Case of Claustro- 
phobia Cured by Analysis. By the kindoess of members residing 
in Truro and district, tea will be provided. 


SURREY BRANCH: CROYDON DiIviIsIoN.—A meeting of the 
Croydon Division will be held at the Croydon General Hospital on 
Tuesday, March 27th, at 8.15 p.m., when Dr. F. M. R. Walshe, 
O.B.E., will give an address on Neuritis. 

SURREY BRANCH: GUILDFORD DIviIsIon.—A meeting of the 
Guildford Division will be held on Thursday, April 12th, whea 
a B.M.A. lecture will be delivered by Dr. Hugh Thursfield. 


Meetings of Branches and Divisions. 


’ 


BRITISH GUIANA BRANCH. 


MEETING of the British Guiana Branch was held on December 
San 1922, at the Public Hospital, Georgetown, when Dr. A. » A 
OzzAKbD was in the chair. The Secretary’s report for 1922 was read, 
and the following officers were elected for 1923: 


ident: Dr. A. 'f. Ozzard. Vice-Presidents: Drs. A. J. Craigen and 
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer: Dr. A. E. Delgado, 
Auditors: Drs. C. M. Burton and L. Clavier. Represeniatives in Repre- 
sentalive Body: Drs. T. B. MacQuaide and W. G. Bouse. 


‘At a further meeting held on January 17th the report of the 
recent committee on the reorganization of the medical services 
was discussed. It was decided to form a service deputation to eo 
Surgeon-General to after which a repor 
would be forwarded to the parent Association. ' 
A clinical meeting was held on January 3ist. Dr. Detcano read 
a paper on Suggestion in Medicine: Its Uses and Abuses. of hod 
following cases were shown: (1) Early general paral; sis 0 itis: 
insane; (2) Cerebral vascular syphilis; (3) Alcoholic neurluls, 
(4) Beri-beri in a native of the colony home on leave from Afric& 


« 


4 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


H- WEST 
Jivision 
t about 
Medical 


eting of 
ornwall 
genda; 
ivision, 
ort it at 
by this 


Associa- 


of the 
on 
Walshe, 


of the 
1, when 


mance 24, 1923] 


Meetings of Branches and Divisions. 


SUPPLEMENT T0 THE 93 
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 


HYDERABAD AND CENTRAL PROVINCES BRANCH, 

G of the Hyderabad and Central Provinces Branch was 
dinvitation of Lieut.-Colonel R. W. Knox, I.M.S., held 
dency Surgeon’s House, Hyderabad, on January 26th. 

‘eut.-Colonel G. J. A. OrmsBY, R.A.M.C., was voted to the chair, 
0m N. A. SpRoTT acted as secretary of the meeting. Rules 
= “Branch were then discussed, and the Organization Rules 


: Lieut.-Colonel R. W. Knox, D.S.0., ILM.S. Vice-President: 
Naida. Secretary; Dr. N. A. Sprott. 


LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE BRANCH: ROCHDALE DIVISION. 

A MEETING of the Rochdale Division was held on March 14th, 
when Dr. BATEMAN was in the chair. 

It was unanimously resolved to send a letter of condolence from 
the Division to Dr. Riddick on the death of Mrs. Riddick. 

Dr. Burrows (Manchester) gave an address on Radium Therapy, 
and at its conclusion questions were asked and answered. A 
hearty vote of thanks was passed to Dr. Burrows for his interesting 


papers 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: CITY DIVISION. 

THE final dinner-dauce of the season was held at the Abercorn 
Rooms on March Ist, and was a marked success, 103 members and 
friends being present. The fancy dresses were extremely good. 

The Honorary Secretary reports that Dr. HaNDs, the Chairman, 

resided in his usual efficient and jovial manner, and a most 
enjoyable evening was spent, a good dinner being followed by 
dancing until between 1.30and 2a.m., when the gathering broke up. 
The dance was a financial success. 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: KENSINGTON DIVISION. 
A MEETING of the Kensington Division was held at the Kensington 
Palace Mansions Hotel on March 20th. Dr. James B. MENNELL 
gave a most interesting and instructive lecture, entitled ‘‘ Physical 
Treatment in Genera! Practice.’’ A discussion followed, which 
was opened by Dr. ForTEScUE Fox, followed by Dr. HraLp and 
Dr. HERBERT, 

Dr. BurraR proposed the following resolution, which was carried 

unanimously : 

This meeting of the Kensington Division protests strongly against 
Clause 3 of the Dangerous Drugs and Poisons (Amendment) Bill and 
holds that the attempt to infringe the privileges of registered medical 
practitioners by discriminating between those who are and tho.e who 
are not in actual practice is both futile and detrimental to the 
interests of the community. 


A vote of thanks to the lecturer concluded the meeting. 


-METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: LAMBETH DIVISION. 
A MEETING of the Lambeth Division was held on March 7th at 
Lambeth Carlton Club, when a paper was read by Mr. HAROLD 
CHAPPLE, entitled **‘ Minor Gynaecological Ailments,’’ which proved 
most interesting and instructive. A discussion followed and a vote 
of thanks, proposed by the CHAIRMAN, Dr. G. R. Elcome, was 
accorded to Mr. Chapple. 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: SOUTH MIDDLESEX DIVISION, 
UNDER the auspices of the South Middlesex Division, Sir KENNETH 
Go. DBY delivered a popular lecture at the Public Library, Twicken- 
ham, on February 22nd, entitled, ‘‘ Is Industrial Unrest a Symptom 
of Ill Health?” The chair was t.ken by Dr. PERODEAU. The 
lecturer first outiined his reasons for taking an interest in 
industrial diseases, and expressed his view as to the meaning 
of the word ‘ health’’—a sound mind and a sound body. He 
defined the stage between disease and health as industrial con- 
valescence. In dealing with cases of industrial ill health and 
unrest, he stated that a certain amount of unrest is beneficial to 
trade and improvement, but that when this is exceeded the unrest 
ceases to be legitimute. He then dealt with statistics in general, 
and explained how these needed correlating. During the war, he 
slated, it was not'ced that in some munition factories much more 
work was done than in others, and upon investigations being made 
it was found that the diminished output was due to nervous 
fatigue. During the war only 36 per cent. of the male popula- 
tion were classified as 1.” ‘lhe comparative mortality amon 
indus ria! wcrkers, he went on, is as follows: Agricultura 
labourers, 470; miners, 980; aud ordinary labourers, 2,000. The 
amount spent per head in compensition cases was: miners, 
37s. ld. ; dock labourers, 27s. 9d.: aud factory hands, 9s. 3d. The 
lowest death rate among miners, le said, is that recorded in the 
Notts coal field district, the highest being n the Lancashire district. 
It was noticed that during the great strike the ratio of those in 
favour of the s rike was in direct proportion to the death rate. 
He therefore submitted that industries having a high death rate 
must of necessity have a large amount of disease not causing death, 
and argued that these industries caused more unrest than the 
healthy ones. He suggested several methods which he considered 
would help to improve these conditions. : 

In the discussion that followed the address Dr. Camps dealt with 
Various items of the lecture, and several other members of the 
audience joined in. 

Sir KENNETH GOADBY having replied, a hearty vote of thanks 
Was, on the motion of Dr. PERODEAU, accorded to him for his very 
interesting lecture. 


NORTH OF ENGLAND BRANCH: STOCKTON DIVISION. 


A MEETING of the Stockton Division was held at the Stockton and 
Thornaby Hospital on February 23rd, when Dr. LYLE was in the 
chair. Mr. GREY TuRNER, F.R.C.S., Surgeon to the Newcastle 
Infirmary, gave a most interesting and instructive address on the 
application of some general surgical principles to treatment. He 
confined himself to the treatment of tuberculosis, malignant 
disease of the intestines, sinuses, and fractures. The address was 
illustrated by lantern slides,and was followed bya short discus- 
sion, in which the CHAIRMAN, Dr. HaLL, Dr. ANDERSON, and Dr. 
Mukray joined, 


SOUTH MIDLAND BRANCH : BUCKINGHAMSHIRE DIVISION. 

A MEETING of the Buckinghamshire Division was held at the 
Crown Hotel, Aylesbury, on February 23rd. ‘I'he revision of the 
rules of the Division was proceeded with and the draft copy 
ordered to be sent to the Council for their consideration. The 
new contributory scheme of the Royal Bucks Hospital was next 
considered and severely criticized. 1t was pointed out that there 
were no safeguards in the scheme against the abuse of charity, and 
in spite of a promise given that nothing should be done without 
first consulting the Division, the scheme was on the eve of being 
launched without any such consultation. A series of resolutions 
were agreed to, to be brought before the board of management of 
the hospital at the earliest opportunity. It was decided to support 
a resolution of the Bucks Insurance Committee as to the necessity 
of isolating incurable cases of tuberculosis, and to br.ng tlhe same 
before the next Annual Representative Meet ng. Several other 
points of interest were discussed before the meeting terminated. 


SUFFOLK BRANCH: WEST SUFFOLK DIVISION. 
THE annual meeting of the West Suffolk Division was held at the 
West suffolk General Hospital, Bury St. Edmuuds, on March 6th, 
when Dr. F. R. BARWELL, vice-chairman, presided. The following 
officers were elected : 

Chairman: Dr. G. H. Metca'fe. Vice-Chairman: Dr. H. H. Stiff. 
Honorary Secretary and Representative at Annual Representative Mect- 
ing: Dr. B E. A. Batt. Deputy Representative: Dr. H. H. Stiff. 

The annual report and balance sheet was received. 

Dr. GRACE GRIFFITH read notes on a case of congenital stenosis 
of the oesophagus with fistula into the trachea or right bronchus 
in which the clinical signs were those of scute cedema of the 
lungs following immediately after each feed. The case terminated 
fatally on the fifth day. a 

Dr. R. W. Rix read notes on a case of acute ascending myelitis 
as a complication of measles. ‘This was an interesting case in 
which there was a sudden onset of complete paraplegia with signs 
of involvement of a cord up to the level of the eighth dorsal 
segment. Recovery began within ten days of the onset and was 

Dr. F. R. BARWELL described nine cases of acute exfoliative 
dermatitis in the newborn; seven of these occurred in succession 
in the practice of one midwife; the other two were sporadic cases. 
Dr. Barwell stated that the conclusion he had come to was that 
the infection started from the cord. The midwife in question used 
every precaution, but the epidemic was eventually checked by the 
destruction of the silk wh‘ch she had used for ligaturing. — 

Dr. A. LEEMING described two cases of surgical interest: 
(1) hernia of the small intestine through the foramen of Winslow, 
in which laparotomy was performed, the hernia reduced, and 
recovery was uninterrupted ; (2) a case of miliary tuberculosis of 
the peritoneum following a blow on the abdomen and rupture of 
au old calcareous gland. This occurred in a man of 35 who had 
previous!y been perfectly healthy as far as he knew. The case 
terminated fatally. 

Dr. O. R. M. Woop showed a case of auricular fibrillation con- 
trolled by administration of anterior pituitrin. He also showed an 
interesting case of subacute bacterial endocarditis. The patient, 
a woman, was taken ill in October, 1922, and presented all the 
symptoms and signs of this disease. Abortion occurred iu January, 
1923, the patient began to improve shortly afterwards, and now 

med perfectly well. : 
“Tes ad kindly provided by the matron at the conclusion of the 


meeting. 


SussEX BRANCH: CHICHESTER AND WORTHING DIVISION. 
A MEETING of tle Chichester and Worthing Division was held at 
the Dolphin Hotel, Chichester on March 2nd. !t was decided that 
the next meeting should be a joint meeting with the Horsham 
Division, at which the rag ene of the combined Divisions 
lected and given instructions. 

Dr. GARRATT, introduced Mr. HAROLD CHAPPLE, 
Gynaecologist to Guy’s Hospital, who gave «an address on 
Abdominal Pain in Women. After a few words of thanks aud 
appreciation to Dr. Chapple for his most interesting paper con- 
taining new and original ideas, a lively discussion was much 
enjoyed, most of the members taking part. Subsequently the 
members dined together. 


YORKSHIRE BRANCH: BARNSLEY DIVISION. 

A MEETING of the Barnsley Division was held in Barnsley on 
March 2nd, when it was unanimously decided to support the scale 
of public health officers’ salaries as proposed by the Joint Com- 
mi tee of the British Medical Association and Society of Medical 
Officers of Health. Dr. Castle was elected Divisional Representa- 
tive on Representative Body, and Dr. G. A. Bortuwick Deputy 
Representative. ‘ 
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GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL. 


EXecuTiIvE CoMMITTEE. 
A meeEtina of the Executive Committee of the General 
Medical Council was held on February 26th, 1923, with the 
President, Sir Donatp MacAtisTER, in the chair. 


Correction of Register. 

The Registrar reported that, the prescribed conditions 
having been fulfilled in each case, the names of thirty-four 
persons had been restored to the Medical Register, from which 
they had been erased in conformity with Section 14 of the 
Medical Act, 1858: 


“ , . . it shall be lawful for the registrar to write a letter to any 
registered person, addressed to him according to his address on the 
register, to inquire whether he has ceased to practise, or has 
changed his residence, and if no answer shall be returned to such 
letter within a period of six months from the sending of the letter 
it shall be lawful to erase the name of such person from the 
register; provided always, that the same may be restored by 
direction of the General Council should they th fit to make an 
order to that effect.” 


The Registrar also reported that the systematic correction 
of the Medical Register had been continued, and that as a 
result of this revision, and individual inquiries made during 
the year, the names of 310 practitioners had had to be 
removed under the above provision. The Registrar added that 
practitioners whose names had been thus erased, because they 
could not be found, or because they failed to answer inquiries, 
not infrequently wrote or called at the office in a state of 
some indignation and heat, and it was difficult to persuade 
them that the object of the Council was not to remove a 


- name if a practitioner could be traced in any way, but only 


to take off those who could not be found at all. Very great 
trouble was taken to trace practitioners. If the first inquiry 
was unanswered a second was sent, for which a postal receipt 
was obtained; usually a third inquiry was sent. Help was 
sought from the Ministry of Health and the British Medical 
Association in case they could provide alternative addresses. 
The Medical Directory was searched, and if there was any 
intimation that the practitioner had recently been in one of 
the Colonies, the Register of the State or Province was 
searched also. Further, a list of untraceable persons was 
published in the Lancet and British Medical Journal. All 
this involved considerable expenditure for the Council, 
whereas if the names of those who did not answer were 
taken off, as the Act provided, a considerable income would 
accrue to the Council from the fees which practitioners would 
be compelled to pay to have their names replaced, 


Finance. 


The Senior Treasurer presented the auditor’s report of the 
receipts and expenditure and the balance sheets of the 
General and Branch Councils for the year 1922. The total 
receipts and the total expenditure (including contribution to 
General Council’s expenses) of the three Branch Councils 
were as follows :—English Branch Council : Receipts, £5,389; 
expenses, £3,996. Scottish Branch Council: Receipts, £3,880; 
expenses, £2,762. Irish Branch Council: Receipts, £1,920; 
expenses, £1,574. 


Medical Legislation Abroad. 

A communication was received from the Colonial Office 
transmitting copies of the Saskatchewan Medical Profession 
Act, 1909, and of an amending Act assented to on February 
9th, 1922. In recording its thanks to the Colonial Secretary, 
the Committee noted with satisfaction the provisions con- 
tained in these statutes for the prevention of unqualified 

ractice. 

A further communication from the Colonial Office trans- 
mitted a copy of the Bermuda Registration Act, 1922, and 
the Nigerian Medical Practitioners and Dentists (Amend- 
ment) Ordinance, 1922. The effect of the latter Ordinance 
is to remove the restrictions on unqualified practice in the 
Ordinance of 1916, and to permit the Medical Registrar to 
issue to missionaries possessing medical qualifications 
temporary licences to practise medicine and surgery with- 
out fee or reward, and to persons with dental qualifications 
temporary licences to practise dentistry, carrying the right 
to recover fees ‘‘in case there shall not be a sufficient number 
of registered medical practitioners and dentists to fulfil the 
requirements of Nigeria or any part of Nigeria.’’ The Com- 
mittee recorded its regret that it had been thought necessary 
to relax the wholesome provisions for the restriction of 
unqualified practice, and trusted that the relaxation might 
not be regarded as permanent. 


D.P.H. Regulations. 
A communication from the President of the Royal College 
of Physicians of London, and the President of the Royal 


College of Surgeons, addressed to Sir Donald MacAlister 
read to the Committee. The letter stated that the Bil 
Colleges had considered the new Resolutions and Rules of ; 
General Medical Council regarding the D.P.H., and that” 
both Colleges considerable comment had been made hy 
cerning the hardship which some of the new regulatj 
imposed on medical practitioners generally, and on Colonia 
and I.M.S. and R.A.M.C. officers in particular. On behalr ot 
the Royal Colleges their Presidents submitted that the ne 
regulations for the Public Health Diploma require m 4 
tion to meet the objections mentioned, and expresseq the 
hope that Sir Donald MacAlister would bring the Matter 
under the consideration of the General Medical Council at jg, 
next session. The Executive Committee resolved that thiy 
communication be received and entered in the Minutes, 

it be referred to the Public Health Committee for Consider. 
tion and report to the General Medical Council, and th 
copies of it be circulated beforehand among the members ¢ 
the Public Health Committee, inviting them to send their 
comments to the Registrar. k 


Correspondence. 


Insurance Rural Practice. 

§1rR,—The shoe must indeed be pinching when the rury 
practitioner becomes as articulate as your columns testity, 
I can only hope he becomes vociferous, for if he does not his 
life has every prospect of being unbearable after this year, 

I believe it is a fact that the rural population still ont 
numbers the urban. It is certainly a fact that the rural pang 
practitioner outnumbers the urban, for the simple reason that 
the rural doctor is given no choice of practice. And her 
surely lies our strength, for whereas an attempt by the 
Government and/or insurance societies to force terms by 
means of substitutes (politesse for blacklegs) might have a 
chance in towns, in the country failure would be certain, At 
meetings of the British Medical Association which I attend 
—whether on general policy, hospital policy, or what not— 
Iam always struck by the neglect to reckon on and for the 
rural practitioner and rural population—numerically superior 
but dumb, until, as I started by saying, the pinching of the 
shoe becomes too acute to be borne.—I am, etc., 

Newton Ferrers, March 12th. W. F. BENSTED-SMITH, 


Insurance Remuneration. 

_§1r,—As insurance remuneration is at present much to 
the fore, and as it will ere long become a burning question, 
I should like to draw attention to a point which seems to have 
become entirely overlooked. It is this: the original actuarial 
calculations upon which the remuneration of insurance 
medical practitioners was fixed have been proved to be 
incorrect in every detail. 

When the Insurance Act was passed the Government of 
the day employed Sir William Plender to make the actuarial 
calculations necessitated thereby. He, founding upon the 
experience of the ‘ friendly societies,’’ laid down certain 
definite figures, and upon these the remuneration to be paid 
to the doctors was based. 

It was in vain that the medical profession pointed out : 


(1) That the members of friendly societies were all “picked 
lives,’? who had been medically examined before admission to the 
benefits of the society. 

(2) That the statistics referred to male lives only, and that the 
admission of female lives as ‘‘ insured persons ’’ introduced a new 
and disturbing element—an unknown quantity—which quite 
invalidated the deductions drawn. 


These objections were, of course, ‘turned down ”’; but it 
was not too long after the Act became operative before the 
approved societies found out that the demands made upot 
‘*sickness benefit’’ (especially in the case of females) were 
much greater than they had anticipated. Immediately they 
raised an outcry and blamed the doctors as being at fault, 
whereas they should really have ‘gone for’’ Sir William 
Plender, whose erroneous calculations were the real source of 
the trouble. 

Let us now look at his statistics. He laid down the 
following dicta: ; 


(1) That not more than 20 to 25 per cent. of members would ever 


require treatment during the year. : 
0) That the average number of attendances, whether at the 


doctor’s or patient’s house, was 4. 
(3) That the majority of such attendances were at the doctor's 


own surgery. 

I have no hesitation in saying that in every respect thesé 
data (on which was founded the amount of remuneration 
granted) have been proved to be entirely wrong and very 
greatly underestimated. 
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of persons on a panel who seek medical treat- 
about. 60 (My own records, which I keep with 
meticulous care, showed 62 per cent., on a semirural panel of just 


ee aveonge number of attendances is certainly more than 4, 


and probably - ann (My own figures worked out at nearly 8 

r i years. 

in one ser majority of such attendances—(and in rural and semi- 
val districts the very great majority)—are at the patient’s house. 

ae Furthermore, the rural and semirural practitioner has to deal 

with and treat continuously many cases which in a city would be 

sent at once to hospital. : 

It will thus be seen that the basic figures laid down by Sir 
William Plender are so much below the facts of the case that 
a doctor may find he is called upon to do four or even six 
times as much work (to say nothing of the time occupied 
by the country doctor) as that great statistician originally 

imated. 

oY seems as if this fact had been forgotten—that the very 
ped-rock figures, on which the whole question of insurance 
remuneration was founded, have been shown by experience 
to be grossly underestimated. No blame can be attached to 
Sir William Plender, as he had to work from such figures as 
were laid before him ; but everyone knows thatif you argue 
from “false premisses’’ your conclusions must be false. 

I appeal, therefore, to the Insurance Acts Committee, when it 
enters upon its fight (for fight it will be) on the question of 
adequate remuneration,that it should raise the question of the 
correctness of the deductions upon which that remuneration 
was originally founded, in the light of the greater knowledge 
of experience. And I appeal to all insurance practitioners to 
keep their records for the current six months with the 
strictest care, so that up-to-date figures can be produced in 
support of this contention. Since writing the above I have 


carefully worked out my figures for 1922 alone. These 
show : 
Number on panel ... ovo ove ove ove we 788 
Number of patients eee eee eee oe ove 315 
Number ofattendances __... ore ve ee 1,377 
Number of visits ... oon 


That is, patients = 40 per cent.; attendances = 10.8 per patient. 
—I am, ete., 


February 26th. W. B. M. 


Insurance. 


THE ‘“* DAILY SKETCH’? PROPAGANDA. 
AT the meeting of the London Panel Committee on March 
20th, a letter was read from the solicitors acting on behalf of 
the Panel and Local Medical Committees’ representatives on 
the Medical Services Subcommittee, stating that a cheque for 
250 guineas had been received from the ‘‘ Daily Sketch,” being 
150 guineas to be devoted to hospitals, and 100 guineas in full 
settlement of costs incurred by the three gentlemen con- 
cerned in commencing legal proceedings. Dr. Farman, the 
Secretary of the Committees, stated that the action had been 
settled on terms which included a withdrawal of the allega- 
tions made against the Committees’ representatives. 


HEREFORDSHIRE PANEL COMMITTEE. 

A MEETING, to which all doctors on the Herefordshire panel are 
invited, will be held at the Y.M.C.A. Rooms, St. Owen Street, 
Hereford, on Monday, March 26th, at 3.30 p-m., to consider the 
Amendei Report of the Insurance Acts Committee on the Organi- 
zation of Insurance Practitioners (copies of which have been cir- 
culated) and the Scheme for Collective Bargaining, which deals 
with the collection of resignations from the panel and the use 
thereof. Dr. Dain, the chairman of the Conference of Local 
Medical and Panel Committees, has promised to address the 
meeting; it is hoped that every panel practitioner in the area will 
make an effort to be present. 


Pabval and Military Appointments. 


a ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 
ohowing appointments are announced by the Admiralty: Surgeon 
pommander B. R. Bickford, D.S.0., to the Vivid for R.N. Barracks, 
vonport, for general duties and for specialist duties in ophthalmology. 
a!, lor three months’ hospital course ; O. D. B 1d, O.B.E. 
to the Victory for R.M.A., 


Maio ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS. 
’ rand Brevet Lieut.-Colonel A. W. Gibson to be Lieutenant-Colonel 
= Lieut.-Colonel F. J. Palmer (retired pay). 1" ov 
‘ ao and Brevet Major W. McNaughtan, O.B.E., retires receiving 

Ca rare and is granted the rank of Major. 

J. I. M. Large to be tempor j i x 

Deputy Assistant Director of 


emporary Captain A. W. reli i i i 
Tetaius the rank of Captain, Ln 


ROYAL AIR FORCE MEDICAL SERVICE. 
B. F. Haythornthwaite i: granted a short service commias‘on as @ 
Flight Lieutenant with effect from and seniority of February 28th. 


INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE. 

Colonel J. Jackson, C.I.E., to be Major-General (January 27nd). 

The services of Major S..$. Vazifdar have been placed temporarily at 
the disposal of the Government of Bombay. 

Lieut.-Colonel P. Dee to be Colonel (September 27th, 1©22'. 

Captain C. A. Wood, M.C., to be Major (January 28th). 

The resignation from the service of Captain E. W. Mann has been 
approved (\ ovember 6th, 1922). 

The services of the following officers have been placed at the disposal 
of the Government of Bihar and Orissa, with effect from the dates 
mentioned against their names: Major D. Coutts, M.B.ts. (December 2nd, 
1922), Major C. G. Howlett (December 21st, 122). 

The cervices of Majors A. H. Proctor, D.S.O., and W. L. Harnett have 
been placed permanent y at the disposal of the Government of Bengal, 
with effect from June 28th, 1922, and October Ist, 1922, respectively. 

Lieut.-Colonels R. K. Mitter and E. H. B. Stanley have been permitted 
to retire from the service (January 3th). 

Captains to be Majors: J. A. Sinton, V.C., O.B.E., D. F. Murphy, M.C., 
E. E. Doyle, D.S.O., C. M. Plumptre. 
aa A. C. Ingram, M.D., has been permitted to retire (November 27th, 


REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 


Royau ArMy MEpIcAL Corps. 
Lieut.-Colonel §. J.C. P. Perry, having atiained the age limit of liability 
to recall], ceases to belong to the Reserve of Officers. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY. 
ArMy MEpDIcsL Corps. 

Major J. Leach, T.D., having attained the age limit, is retired, and 
retains the rank of Major, with permission to wear the prescribed 
uniform. 

Captain J. McKay, M.C. resigns his commission and retains the rank of 
Captain. 

Yo be Captains: Captain E. B. Hinde, from T.A.Res., Captain E. G. 
Howell (late R.A.M.C.). 

To be Lieutenants: Lieutenant R. M. Savege (late R.F.A., T.F.) and 
Lieutenant E. R. Woodroofe (late K.O.Y.L.1.) 

General Hospitals.—The following officers relinquish their commis- 
sions and retain their rank, except where otherwise stated: Major G. 
Hall, C.M.G., Captains F. A. Hepworth, O.B.E., W. Kk. Marshall, and 
D. Embleton are granted the rank of Major, Captains E. W. Bain, C. H. 
Budd, M.C., W.G. Howarth H. J. Smith, 

Sanitary Service.—The fallowing officers, having attained the age limit, 
are retired and retain their rank, except where otherwise stated: Lieut.- 
Colonels Sir 8S. F. Murphy, K.B.E., D. 8. Davies. Majors (Brevet 
Lieut.-Colonels) D. T. Belding, D. Rennet, M.B.E. Majors H.R. Kenwood, 
C.M.G. (and is granted the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel), E. Walford, R. A. 
Dunn, W. B. !Barclay, M..G. Yunge-Bateman, R. A. Farrar. Captains 
(Brevet Majors) A. G. Foulerton, O.B.E. (and is granted the rank of Major), 
T. H. Ward, CO. M. Fegen (and is granted the rank of Major). Captains W. 
Robertson (and is granted the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel), J. A. Gibson, 
G. H. Weston, A. H. Bygott, A. E. Williams, D. T. R. Jones, A. H. Lowe, 
R. A. Lyster, A. Gregor, R. J. Fleming, G. L. Travis, A. N. Stevens, 
F, T. C. Linton. 

Sanitary Companies.—Captain W. Johnstone relinquishes his commic- 
sion and retains the rank of Captain. The following officers, having 
attained the age limit, are retired and retain their rank except where 
otherwise stated: Captains S. W. Wingfield, R. W. Breary, E. L, Gaun'’, 
T. Edwardes, J. T. A. Walker, W. J. M. Slowan, O.B.E, J. Crawford, 
W. K. Parbury (and is granted the rank of Major’, J. H. Wood, M.C., E. B. 
Pike, G. Q. Lennane, F. G. Rose, J. Mair, A. ©. Williams, G. S. Hotfman, 
H. D. Tebbitt, K. B. Williamson, E. P. Wheeler, G. S. Elliston, M.C, 
W. F. Lanchester, W. H. Hill, A. Reid, andW. H. Biggs ; Lieutenanis J. G. 
Saltmarsh and A. W. Bartlett. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE. 
Royau ARMY MEDICAL CORPS. 

Major A. A. Mussen, having attained the age limit, is retired and 

tains the rank of Major. 
rome announcement regarding Captain E. B. Hinde, which appeared in 
the London Gazette of December 22nd, 1922, is cancelled. 

General Hospitals.—Captain T. H. W. Alexander from Ist Scottish 
General Hospital to be Major, March 3rd, 1923 (substituted for notification 
in the Lonton Gazette of March 2nd). Captain R. P. Nasb, O.B.E., from 
2nd Eastern General Hospita!, to be Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Sanitary Service.—Lieut.-Colonel S. A. M. Copeman, having attained 
the age limit, is retired and retains the rank of Lieutenant. Colonel. 

Sanitary Companies.—Captains G. L. Eastes, C. D. Edwards, M C., antl 
C. A. Molony, having attained the age limit, are retired and retain the 
rank of Captain. Captain D. Smith relinquishes his commission and 
retains the rank of Captain. 


VACANCIES. 


4 AL FOR GENITO-URINARY DISEASES, Vauxhall Bridge 
ALNWICK INFIRMARY.—House-Surgeon. Salary, £150 per annum. 
Batu: RoyAL MINERAL WATER HospiTaL.—Resident Medical Officer. 
Salary at the rate of £200 per annum. 

BEprorp County HospiTau.—(l) House-Surgeon. (2) Assistant Hceuse- 
Surgeon. (Males.) Salary, £175 and £130 per annum respectively. : 
BrETHLEM Hospitat, Lambeth Road, S.E.—Resident House-Physician 

(male). Honorarium, £25 per quarter. 
BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND HOMOEOPATHIC HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY. 
—Resident House-Surgeon. Salary, £175 per annum. 
IDLAND HosPITAL FOR SKIN AND RINARY 
in the Radiological Department. 
BIRMINGHAM CHILDREN’S to Out-patients. 
BrapForD City.—Assistant Medical Officer at the Infants’ Department 
(Maternity and Child Welfare’. Salary, £50) per annum, 
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Bristot EyvE Hospirau.—House-Surgeon, Salary, £150 per annum. 
BURNLEY: VICTORIA HosPiTaL.—House-Surgeon. 


annum. 


CANCER HospitTau, Fulham Road, 8.W.3.—Anaesthetist. 

CEYLON MEDICAL CoLLEGE.—Professor of Physiology and Registrar. 
Salary, £800 per annum. rising to £1,150. 

Crty oF LoNDOoN HospiTau FoR DISEASES OF 
Park, E.2.—Half-time Medical Officer to assist out-patient physicians. 


Salary at ra.e of £200 per annum. 


CoVENTRY AND WARWICKSHIRE HospPiITAL.—Resident House-Physician 


(male). Salary, £200 per annum. 


DUNDEE CiTry.—Special Medical Officer under the Venereal Diseases 


Scheme. Salary, £600 per annum. 


East LONDON HosPiTaL FOR CHILDREN, Shadwell, E.1.—Anaesthetist. 


Honorarium, £50 per annum. 


GLAMORGAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE.—Dental Surgeon. Salary, £500 per 


annum, rising to £700. 


GLovucEsTER Royal INFIRMARY AND EYE INsTITUTION.—Surgeon. 


Salary, £200 per Surgeon. 


Honorary Registrar. 


*HE CHEST, Victoria 


on L'uesday morning. 


UnIversity COLLEGE HosPitau, Gower Street, W.0.—Ophthainis 
West-END HosPitaL FOR NeRvous DisEases, Welbeck Street, 


WESTERN AvusTRALIA.—Junior Assistant Medical Officer in the Lunagy 
Department. Salary, £432 per annum, rising to £528. 


WOLVERHAMPTON AND MIDLAND COUNTIES EYE INFIRMAR —Honsg 
Surgeon. Salary, £200 per annum. " 

This list of vacancies is compiled from our advertisement 
where full particulars will be found, 
column advertisements must be received not later than the first yoy 


To ensure notice in this 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Down, Miss E. Monico, M.B., B.S.Lond., Junior Resident Medical Officg 
to the Children’s Hospital, Sunderland. ? 


Hatirrax: RoyaL HauiFax Incram, F. T., 
Surgeon Salary af the tbe Hoyal Infirmary 
urgeon (male). . hoy rinary, Sunder. 
rate of £150 per annum. British Medical Association. land. 
HosPitaL FoR Sick CHILDREN, SacForD Royau Hosprrazy~ 
Great Ormond Street, W.C.1.— OFFICES AND LIBRARY, 429, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2. House - Physician: 0, y 
j Surgical Registrar. Salary, Duthie, MB., Ch.B.Manoh, G 
iy per annum and £18 18s. for Reference and Lending Library. House - Surgeons : Benjamiy 
holiday substitute. (2) House- THE READING Room, in which books of reference, periodicals, Broman, M.R.C.8.Eng, A 
Physician. Salary, £50 for six and standard works can be consulted, is open to members L.R.C.P.Lond.; A. J. Wilson, 
bp months and £2 10s. laundry from 10 a.m. to 6.30 p.m., Saturdays 10 to 2 -B., Ch.#.Edin. Cas 
fy allowance. LENDING LIBRARY: abe y titled to borrow books House - Surgeon: Willian 
4] Hutt Royan INFIRMARY.— IBRARY: Members are entitle Fro Walker, M.B., Ch.B.Glasg. 
hg Seni a (male). including current medical works; they will be forwarded, = 
enior House-Surgeon (male). CERTIFYING FAcTory 
th f£alary, £200 per annum. if desire ,on application to the ibrarian, accompanied by GEONS.—D. M. Hunter, MB, 
Counct—Assis- 1s. for each volume for postage and packing. Ch.B., for the Dis 
| nt Medical Officer of Health; . rict, co. 
i i Departments. MacArthur, M.B., Ch.B.Aberd, 
must b f W Af rthur, M.B., Ch.B, 
a year house allowance. MuDICAL SECRETARY (Telegrams Westrand London) 
} { ondon). R. R t 
Assistant School Medical Telephone number for all Departments: Gerrard 2630 (3 lines). the Districk 1 
cer. Salary, £5CO per annum, Wight 
rising to £650. ScorrTisH MEpIcAL SECRETARY : 6, Rutland Square, Edinburgh. (Tele- 
LiverPooL OpEen-Arr HosPitTau grams: Associate, Edinburgh. Tel.: 4361 Central.) 
in FOR CHILDREN, owe.— In1sH MEpDIcAL SECRETARY : 16, South Frederick Street, Dublin. (Tele- DIARY OF SOCIETIES B 
i bm Junior Medical Officer. Salary, grams: Bacillus, Dublin. Tel.: 4737 Dublin.) 
£250 per annum. the AND LECTURES, 
sician y || 97 Tues. London: Grants Subcommitiee, 11 a.m. Sutin 
L Oe London: Organization Committee, 2.15 p.m. 8 p.m., Mr. M A 
Thy ONDON UNTY COUNCIL. Bristol Division, University (Room 40), 4.30 p.m. mery and Mr. B. Greliier; L 
it Seventh Assistant Medical Croydon Division ; Croydon General Hospital, Address by Dr. Multiple Dentigerous Cysts, 
= F. M. R. Walshe on Neuritis, 8.15 p.m. is 
‘sonum, vising to £100, together 28 Wed. Medico-Political and Parliamentary Committee, tion of edicine : At St, Dar : 
4 with temporary ® ene East Herts Division: County Hospital, Hertford, Lecture by olomew's Hospital, E. 
bei amounting at present to £140 P ‘ Tues.. at 5 pm. (Tea aj 
to £163 a year. Juni oF is Dr. Thomson on Preventive Medicine in Genera! 
Isle of Thanet Division: Granville Hotel, Ramsgate, Address MEDICAL Society oF Lonpoy, 
iq Manor, Epsom (certified insti- by Mr. Cecil Rowntree on Cancer Research and Cancer ll, Chandos Street, Wl- § a 
, tution); salary, £200 per Treatment, 4 p.m. Mon., 9 p.m., Third Let S 
ei annum, rising to £400, also || 29 Thurs. Sheffield Division: Church House, St. James Street, Sheffield, somian Lecture, by Mr. W.B 7 
| | en nage additions +8 40) Address by Dr. G. C. Anderson, 8.30 p.m. Miles ;: Carcinoma the U 
Service scale (at present £140). South-Western Branch: Royal Cornwall Infirmary, Truro, Rectum. 
i Lonpon Lock Hosp1rat, 91, Dean 3.15 p.m. b 
if Street, W.1.—House-Surgeon. APRIL. POST-GRADUATE COURSES 
i METROPOLITAN ASyLUMS BOARD. 4 Wed. London: Finance Committee, 2.30 p.m. AND LECTURES. ) 
| —Assistant Medical Officer at 1l Wed. South-West Wales Division, at Carmarthen: British Medical Guascow Post-GRADUAT! Ss 
the Downs Hospital for Child- Association lecture by Dr. W. J. Tyson on Notes from Prac- MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. — At 
fi) ren, Sutton. Salary, £422 per tice, at abort 2.50 p.m. Royal Maternity and Women's | 
fi! annum, with bonus (present 12 Thurs. Guildford Division ; B.M.A. lecture by Dr. Hugh Thursfield. Hospital, Wed., 4.15 p.m., Dr, ) 
i rate £93 6s.). Westminster and Holborn Division : Annual Meeting, Criterion S. Cameron: Obstetrical iY 
te MIppLETON - IN - WHARFEDALE Restaurant, 7.15 p.m. Dinner, 7.30 p.m. Division Business, Cases. J 
Bax ATORIUM, near k ey =. end by Mr. R. A. Gibbons on the Sterilization of MANOHESTER RoyaL 
Residen ssistan —Tues., 4.15 p.m., Dr. J. Shaw 
Officer. Salary, £325 per || 15 Fri. London: Joint Committee of Bodies interested in National Dunn: The Kidney and % — » 
eee Tues, Croydon Division: Croydon Genesst Hospital, Paper by Mr. pbritis. 
MINISTRY OF PENSIONS.—Junior 17 Tues. A. H. Todd on Orthopaedics, 8.1 p.m ° ij NationaL HospiraL For Dit P 
Medical Officer at Queen Marv’s 18 Wed. London: Council,l0am. = — EASES OF THE HEART, West ti 
Convalescent Centre, Epsom. Willesden Division, Edinburgh House Club, 17, Shoot-up Hill, moreland Street. W.1— Dally 
Salary, £30 per anoum. N.W., Mr. D. C. L. Fitzwilliams: Some Abnormalities of the (except Sat.), Out-patients; 
Norwicu: NorFoLK EDUCATION Breast, 9 p.m. (except Wed.), In - patients 
CoMMITTEE.—Assistant under 2% Thurs. London: Insurance Acts Committee. Thurs., 5.30 p.m., Lecture i ¢ 
supervision of the School Dr. B. T. Parsons - Smith: 
Medical Officer and Senior Diagnosis and Drug. 
Assistant School Medical 
Officer. Salary, £500 per annum, rising to £600. QUEEN CHARLOTTE’s LYING-IN Hospitat, Marylebone Road, N.W.i 
PADDINGTON GREEN CHILDREN’s HospiTAL, W.2.—(1) House-Physician, Thurs., 5 p.m., Mr. A, W. Bourne: Prognosis and Treatment of P 
(2) House-Surgeon. Salary, £150 per annum each. Eclampsia. d 
PLAIstTOw FEVER E.15—Second Assistant Medical Officer West Enp Hosprran For Diskases of THE NeRvovs System, a 
: (male). Salary at the rate of £200 per annum. Welbeck Street, W.1.—Tues., 5 p.m , Dr. R. Prentice: Hemiplegia. c 
PrRINcE OF WALES Tottenham, N.15.—‘1) House-Physician, West Lonpon Post-GRraDvATE CoLLEGE, Hammersmith, W. — Mots 
(2) House-Surgeon, (3) Junior House-Surgeon, (4) Junior House-Phy- 10a.m., Mr. MacDonald: Genito-urinary Department. Tues., 12 noom 
sician. Salary for (1) and (2), £150 per annum. and for (3) and (4), £110. Dr. Burrell: Chest Cases. Wed., 10 a.m, Ur. Saunders: Medical be v 
QUEEN’s HosPiIraL FOR CHILDREN, Hackney Road, E.2.—(l) Assistant eases of Children. Thurs., 2 p.m., Mr. Harman: Eye Departmen I 
Physician. (2) Two House-Physicians. (3) House-Surgeon. Salary for Daily, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat., 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., In- and Out-pa 
(2) and (3) at the rate of £100 per annum. Operations, Special Departments. a 
RoruEerHAM HosriraL.—Junior House-Surgeon (male). Salary, £150 per 
annum. a 
Royal EARLswoop INSTITUTION FOR MENTAL DEFECTIVES, Redhill.— 
Junior Assistant Medical Officer (male, unmarried). Salary £250 per BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS and : 
annum, rising to £280. The charge for inserttng announcements of Births, Marriages, P 
Royat Free Hosprrau, Gray's Inn Road, W.C.1.—Casualty Officer. Deaths is 98., which sum should ve forwarded with ths notits 
Salary, £100 per annum. not later than the first post on Tuesday morning, in order @ 
‘ Roya WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HospiTau, King Wiiliam Street, ensure insertion in the current issue. 
W.C.2.—Pathologist and Curator. Honorarium, £50 per annum. : 
SEAMEN’s HospitaL SocrEtTy.—House-Surgeon at the Dreadnought Hos- BIRTH. 
' pital, Greenwich, Salary at the rate of £150 per annum and proportion JacK.—At 5, Nelson Street, Chorlton-on-Medlock, Manchester, on the ti 
i of fees. 10th March, Dr. and Mrs. F. J. Jack, of a daughter. e 
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